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The Reafons why the Treaty of Commerce is Oppofed not the fame, as are pretended. 


The Value of the French Trade, as it Employs the Englith Shipping, concealed from the 


People. 


The true Concern we have in the Employ of our Shipping fet forth. 








Shipping Employs more People'than Manafactaring, in proportion to the Value Laid out. ty 


‘ 
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HERE is good Ground to believe, that the 

People,who have been prevailed upon to 

Oppofe the Treaty of Commerce with 

Fiance, have done it upon a fuppofition of 
its being carryed on always to the Difadvanrage of 
this’ Kingdom ; the People, who have Deluded them in 
this Matter, could do it, upon no other Foundation 5. 
for albeit they have other Reafons themfelves, and have 
Wicked Party-Reafons, which move them to Oppofe 
it, be it Right or Wrong, and in which, it is to ‘be 
feared, the Gain or Lofs, the Advantage or Difadvan- 
tage of their-Country -has-but little Shares-yet when 
they come to propofe the Thing to the People, they 
cannot offer it upon any other Foot, or with any 
other View, than that of their Country’s Good. 

To make this probable, they have hitherto amufed 
the People with the Notion, in general, that the Trade 
to France exhaufts the Nation, dreins. our.Money, aye 
the Value Imported is prodigioufly, greater tham thie. 
Value Exported. ) 

Now there are great and good Reafons.to believe, 
that what tlicy fay is falfe in Fat ; yer if ic were really 
fo, the MERCATOR vfays they have artfully con 
cealed from the Feople the great Article of our Ship- 
ping and Navigation ; they are loth to tell them, how 
great a Number of our Shipping and Seamen are Em- 
ployed by the Trade to France ; all the Goods we fend 
thither, or receive from thence, being carryed in our 
own Bottoms ; all the Freight Out being paid by the 
French, and the Freight Home, tho’ paid by. ourfelves, 
is yet paid by the French Trade, and muft be put to 
the Credit of that Trade, when we are {peaking of it 
in its particular State, as it refpects the reft of our 
Trade. 

What the French Trade caufes to be expended 
in England upon the Building, Fitting, and Employ- 
ing Ships, and Employing Seamen, which Ships and 
Seamen are fo publick an Advantage to the Na- 
tion ; all that.Advantage.is procured by . che French 
Trade, altho’ part of it be paid by our felves to our 
felves. 

For there is a manifeft Difference between the Em- 
ploying our Shipping and Seamen, and other of our 
Works or Manufa&tures, which may Emiploy the fame 
Number of People; becaufe the encreafetof Shipping 
is an addition of Wealth, which, as it is petuliar in its 
Utes, fo it can be raifed no other way. 


It is worth obferving here, that the fetting a Ship 
out to Sea, which may: coft One thoufand Pound, Em- 
ploys more Families of Poor,than One thoufand Pound 
can Employ in. any pparticulas, Manufaéture in the 
World. ; Sir, Fofah Child, who all People allow to have 
been a, good Judge of Trade, was wont to. have this 
Expreflion,. That 4 Ship was the be Woollen Manufatlure 
in the. Nation. 

But if it. be true, that'a Thoufand Pound laid out in 
a Ship, Employs fo many Hands in Building and Fir: 
ting out to Sea, how muit we confider this Ship, when, 
it is at Sea, and becomes a Habitation and a ftated Em- 
ploy for about 15 or 16 Families, as Jong as it remains 
a Ship? So that every Ship is a little lown added to 
the Commonwealth; which Town is. Peopled by our 
Inhabitants ; but thofe hihabitants aré Fed, Cloathed, 
and made Rich by other, Nations... , 

Add to this, that. every Voyage jthis Ship makes, 
the calls, iu the Aid and.Affiitance of all the Artificersy 
needful in fitting up Ships, to furnith and fit her Ou 
for a new Voyage, and fhe pays them with the Mone 
the has earned in her Voyage from other Nations. Thig 
is like the Annual Fair of the Village, where Neigh- 
bouring Towns bring their Wares to Sell, and the Peos. 
ple of the Village lay out their Money. : 

Thefe Wooden Towns we Build and People, and. 
then fend them abroad Freighted with Corn, 
Lead, Leather, Woollen Manufattutes, &c. and the 
Sell them to. the French; theFrench not only Buy Ri 4 
Goods, but pay the Catriers for bringing them ; which 
payment for the Carriage, we may aflira, Employs as 
many Families, goes as far to fupport. the Publick 
Stock, and is as much Gain to the iacinan of Great-; 
rent as all the Woollen Manufactures they carfy in 
them. 

It the French Commerce has Employ’d Five Hun- 
dred Ships yearly in carrying and bringing, ir has 
maintained Five Hundred Britifh Towns, fupported all 
their Inhabitants, and enabled thofe Towns. to lay out. - 
ne Sums of Money in their daily Recruir and 

epair. 

Let the Enemies of this. Trade tell us yliow they 
will find Employ for fo many Ships and Seamen, as 
always were wont to Gain their Bread by the. Trade 
to Frangeg and for. what Reafon they never allowed 
the Employnient of that Shipping any foom, if theit 
Account of the Profits of that Trade: They cannot 
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but own, that all the French Trade has beén carried on 
in Bein Seine: They cannot but acknowledge, that 
thofe Ships Employ an infinite Number of Seamen, 
Attificets, Labouters and Tradefmen, in Sailing, Re- 

jring, Supplying and Managing them; a large ex- 

t of Land to produce the Provifions, which ViGual 
and provide them for their Voyages. It is-hard to 
conceive the Advantages to Families, to the Landed- 
Men, to Trade, to every Body, that our Shipping pro- 
cures to the Nation. 

But all this Shipping, all thefe cree are no- 
thing, if they are not- Employ’d, if a Trade is not 
found out to Employ them; and every Trade, that 
does Employ them,’is our Advantage to Cherifh and 
Embrace : Nay, altho’ there were no other Profit in 
that Trade. 

Hence the Dutch Trade, altho’ it is a Trade allowed 
to be carryed on to our Advantage, is neverthelefs 
much jefs fo, than it would otherwife be, becaufe it is 
Chiefly cartyed on in the Dutch Ships, nor in our 
own: If any Man doubts the Truth of that part, let 
the Cuftom-houfe Books determine it, and the Dutch 
Convoys, which have always, during the whole War, 
been Eftablifhed in the River of Thames, the Humber, 
and the Firth of Edinburgh, be a proof of it: It is 
not probable, that the Dutch Men of War fhould be 
appointed always both to fetch and bring the Trade 
berween England and Holland, if it had, all been carryed 
on in Englifh Bottoms. \ 

As the Dutch Trade is lefs Advantageous to Britain 
than it could orherwife be, becaufe it is not carryed on 
in Englith Shipping » fo the French Trade, on the con- 
trary, is more Advantageous to us, than it would 
otherwife be, becaufe it is all carryed on in Britith 
Shipping. 

hat the Value of this Difference is, has been 
hinted at already, but fhall be farther and more par- 
ticularly Explained hereafter, when the Account of the 
Exports to France, for the prefent Year, can be made 
up: But, in the mean time, the MERCATOR be- 
lieves,he may with good Reafon fay, it has always been 
fufficient to turn the Scale of the Trade to the Advan- 
tage of Britain in general, in fpite of all the pretended 
Difparity between the Imports and Exports of the Two 
Kingdoms; and muft conclude, that on this Account 
no Man can Oppofe the Refettling a Commerce with 
France, without being an Enemy to his Country, and 
being inftrumenral, as far as he fo atts, to the Leffen- 
ing and Difcoursging the Shipping and Navigation of 
this Kingdom. 

To fay in this Argument, that the Quantity of Goods 
we Import from Frante is too great for us, and over- 
ballances our re we is really to fay nothing to the 
purpofe ; for, 1. That all our Imports wil now be lefs 
than ever they were, the MERCATOR believes he 
has unanfwerably proved: But 2. If they are not, you 
have it fill in your power to make them lefs; for by 
the prefent Treaty you are at liberty to lay on fuch Du- 
ties,as may be equal to a Prohibition upon every kind 
of the French Goods if you pleafe, fo you do but lay 
the fame Duties upon the like Goods of other Na- 
tions. | 
‘ To fay this affeéts the Portugal Trade, is yet more 
ridiculous ; for you may do this on the Brandy, wrought 


Silks, French Linen, French Paper, French Pruens, &c. 


Phings, which never came from Portugal, and which 
Portugal cannot fupply us with at all. 
i 


If this be fo, then néthing can interfere with Portu- 
gal but the French Wines; and fure no Man will fiy 
that the French Wines alone will over-ballance al! our 
Exports to France, and amount to more than all our 
Woollen Manufaéture, Leather, Corn, Lead, Allom, 
Tin, Coal, Sugars, Tobacco, and the like, which the 
French every Year demands from us. 

It is impoflible for them to anfwer this Argument : 
they dare not flate it fairly to their People, how that 
by the Treaty of Commerce now in Debate, we are at 
Liberty to keep on, or lay on, what Duties we pleafe, 
on all the French Goods, even till it araounts to a 
Prohibition ; fo that we may be fure, for the future, 
that their Imports fhall-not balance our Exports, ain 
at the fame time the French King is obliged to take off 
all the high Duties laid in France upon owr Goods fince 
the Year 1664, as by the Treaty, and is tied up expreily 
from ever laying them onagain, unlefs we break our pac 
of the Articles with them. 

Let the Oppofers of the Treaty of Commerce then 
tell us,which way the Treaty is injurious to the Britiih 
Trade, and how it can be poflible that the French can 
over-ballance us by their Imports when this Treaty is 
made Effectual. : | 

The Improbabilities of their Importing the ufual 
quantities of Goods of any fort, which they Ritserly did, 
has been laid down and can admit of no Difpute; and 
the Certainty of our not being over-ballanc’d by them 
in Trade, is the Confequence of that probability: But 
if there fhould be any poffibilicy of it afterward, if upon 
a Years Trade it fhould appear, that we were ftill Over- 
ballanc’d, Is it not in the power of the Britifh Parlia- 
ment to Lay any higher Duties on Wrought Silks, on 
Brandy, on Paper, even fo as that none at all fhall 
Come in? And will it be any Damage to ns if none 
Coxes in, either from France or any other Port ? Are 
we not able to Weave all our Own Silks, Diftd] Our 
Own Spirits, and make Our Own Paper ? 

It would be fomething to the general Intormation 
of the People, if thofe,;who have fo warml Oppofed 
the Treaty of Commerce, would let the p 
what they have to fay to thefe Things, and which 
way they can avoid the force of them. 
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